Surgery of right-sided endocarditis: valve preservation versus replacement.
Surgical treatment of right-sided endocarditis has in the past been centered on valve resection or resection with valve replacement. From 1981 to 1989, we attempted tricuspid valve repair in 19 patients with right-sided endocarditis. Fourteen of these were successful. The methods of valve repair and classification of the lesions that allow evaluation for repair are discussed, including the use of transesophageal echo and a hand-held color Doppler unit for intraoperative assessment.